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from himself.    Palmerston had struck at Russia as
the enemy of European liberty no less than as the
rival of England ; Turkey had at least protected
Kossuth;   with the help  of English capital  she
might be  started   on   a  new  career of  peaceful
progress    and    unsectarian    enlightenment;    the
English people were burning to avenge the wrongs
of Hungary; best of all, Louis Napoleon was ready
to sell the co-operation of his army and fleet for the
cheap price of an introduction to good society.    In
1876 not only had all this changed, but, as if to
heighten the force of contrast, the political situation
of   1859   naturally   recurred   to   the   memory   of
thoughtful people as an exact parallel and prece-
dent for England's guidance in this new crisis of
her fate.    Then, also, Conservative alarmists had
ridiculed   the   pretensions of  a   despot to come
forward as the champion of a struggling nation-
ality ;   they had   recalled   the   policy   of selfish
aggrandisement   invariably   pursued   by   French
conquerors  beyond  the Alps;   they had  recom-
mended us to stand by Austria as the defender of
European treaties and the old  ally  of England.
Yet  their  predictions had  all  been falsified, and
their preferences had contributed to Disraeli's own
defeat in the  General  Election  that  took  place
during the Franco-Austrian War.    That the cause
of the Balkan populations had succeeded to the
cause   of   Italy   in    the   sympathies   of  English
Liberalism had been made abundantly clear by a
message of encouragement from the veteran Whig
Lord Russell to the Herzegovinian insurgents, and
by the enormous success of Gladstone's pamphlet
on Bulgarian horrors, which was selling at the rate